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out of some opinion he had of the truth of the prophecy;
for the apprehensions of any danger in the operation could
not be his motive, the surgeon himself having assured me,
that he had before undergone three severe operations of the
like nature with great resignation and fortitude.

There was an order issued, that the chaplains of the
several regiments should attend their duty; but as they
were dispersed about in several parts of England, it was
believed, that most of them could not be found, or so much
as heard of, till the great day was over.

Most of the considerable physicians, by their outward
demeanour, seemed to be unbelievers; but at the same
time, they everywhere insinuated, that there might be a
pestilential malignancy in the air, occasioned by the comet,
which might be armed against by proper and timely medi-
cines. This caution had but little effect; for as the time
approached, the Christian resignation of the people in-
creased, and most of them (which was never before known)
had their souls more at heart than their bodies.

If the reverend clergy shewed more concern than others,
I charitably impute it to their great charge of souls; and
what confirmed me in this opinion was, that the degrees
of apprehension and terror could be distinguished to be
greater or less, according to their ranks and degrees in the
church.

The like might be observed in all sorts of ministers,
though not of the Church of England; the higher their
rank, the more was their fear.

I speak not of the Court for fear of offence; and I for-
bear inserting the names of particular persons, to avoid the
imputation of slander; so that the reader will allow the
narrative must be deficient, and is therefore desired to
accept hereof rather as a sketch, than a regular circum-
stantial history,

I was not informed of any persons, who shewed the least
joy; except three malefactors, who were to be executed on
the Monday following, and one old man, a constant church-
goer, who being at the point of death, expressed some satis-
faction at the news.

On Thursday morning there was little or nothing trans-
acted in 'Change-alley; there were a multitude of sellers,